, **S?u)   the disadvantage of keeping up the distinction be-
e   *   e tween the Highlanders and the other inhabitants
of North-Britain.    Dr. Johnson being informed of
this, I suppose by Mr. Drummond, wrote with a
generous indignation as follows :
" To MR. WILLIAM DRUMMOND.
" SIR,
" I DID not expect to hear that it could be, in an assembly convened for the propagation of Christian knowledge, a question whether any nation un-instructed in religion should receive instruction ; or whether that instruction should be imparted to them by a translation of the holy books into their own language. If obedience to the will of GOD be necessary to happiness, and knowledge of his will be necessary to obedience, I know not how he that withholds this knowledge, or delays it, can be said to love his neighbour as himself. He, that voluntarily continues ignorance, is guilty of all the crimes which ignorance produces; as to him that should extinguish the tapers of a light-house, might justly be imputed the calamities of shipwrecks. Christianity is the highest perfection of humanity ; and as no man is good but as he wishes the good of others, no man can be good in the highest degree, who wishes not to others the largest measures of the greatest good. To omit for a year, or for a day, the most efficacious method of advancing Christianity, in compliance with any purposes that terminate on this side of the grave, is a crime of which
